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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma 'nn a collection of maamarim on
In"2x "aT Nan given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Behaaloscha 5763

In our parsha, Yehoshua ben Nun reacts to the report of Eldad & Meidad’s
prophecy, by asking Moshe Rabeinu to destroy them.

"ON"72 NYUN TR IR IMIINAN dwn nwn i A ywine va” . (And Yehoshua
ben Nun, who served Moshe, from among the young men, responded and
said, ‘My master Moshe, destroy them!) Moshe Rabeinu responds, xajmn
DN™y INN DX DNt D 0N Yoy D N mi ?'"7 anx. (Are you zealous on my
behalf, would that all Am Hashem would be prophets....)

According to the Midrash (v":\i"v na1 Nama), their prophecy announced
that Moshe will die, and that Yehoshua will bring 78w ny into v yax.

The Kli Yakar explains;

“Since Yehoshua was 1"minan, a young bachur, he reacted with nixap,
zealotry. If he had been a n'm'a xa |1, he wouldn’t have been upset by
the idea of two colleagues serving at once. This is why the Gemara,

(.n"y xn2a x21), compares the face of Moshe to the sun, and the face of
Yehoshua to the moon. Just as the moon complained that two kings, (the
sun and the moon), cannot wear one crown, Yehoshua objected to Eldad
and Meidad’s prophecy. Moshe, like the sun, didn’t object, but said

”» »

“would that all of Hashem’s nation could be prophets”.

Unfortunately, there are chasidim who proclaim jaypx "1 19 T12d |"Wxo"
"'ayn 19 px1” (to act for the Rebbe’s honor, against the Rebbe’s will).
This means that they justify actions taken by a few chasidim to defend to
honor of their Rebbe, even though they know that their actions clearly
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contradict the wishes of their Rebbe. They even go so far as to raise their
hands against their fellow Jews.

We must understand that their actions are motivated by a hidden Yetzer
Hora of cruelty and violence. Sometimes, that Yetzer “only” manifests
itself in words, but other times, it leads to beatings and other forbidden
acts. If hot blooded young men perceive that a “hechsher” has been given
to hit and insult others, (even if it’s only an implication, in the form of

P I'Min 'R1 ND'7N), they immediately attack, verbally and even physically,
convinced that they act purely n'nw nw".

At this point, the Yetzer of cruelty and violence overcomes all restraint.
This zealot may have felt that he was in control of his Yetzer, at least to
the extent that he never hit or insulted his wife or children. However, in
this nmw nw"Y context, he loses all control.

My father- in - law, 2"x1 ni720" '""nn ¥"nn n"In, told me that he knew
many well known families in Galicia, who allowed themselves to strike
their fellow Jews, when they felt that those Jews had insulted the honor
of their Rav. He saw those families descend from greatness to poverty and
degradation. All those families suffered a terrible end 7"m.

We must learn this lesson from our parsha. We must avoid anger toward
others that stems from nixap. The process begins at home. Children who
grow up in a home where expressions of hatred toward others are
commonplace, become zealots who hit and insult others.

Our children need to grow up in homes that are free of hateful discussions
about the need to “teach someone a lesson”, with physical, or verbal
violence, and full of Torah and Mitzvos. When children from those
families grow up, they will naturally view fighting and violence as entirely
foreign to our way of life.

nwn nxY oxX if we will be wise enough to habituate ourselves and our
families to a10 nwy, we will receive a10% ,"210 YY" ¥ 9182 D'NN 7Y YOU
JIXT T D X ,ATA DIfND NN oma ' nY
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