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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma 'mn a collection of maamarim on
In"7x 2T Nan given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Bamidar 5761

The wiTppn n''nn NIk explains a discrepancy in the Torah’s description
of n"17n nmiay. While the duties of 'nan 121 jwa 12 are described as
nTIay TayY, the duties of nnj 12 are described as nox'1 niwy4. He
explains the difference by noting that naj 12 were responsible for
carrying the nmaan jiInx. Chazal taught us r'xwi nx xwn jInxn, the Aron
Hakodesh miraculously carried those who carried it. Since nap 12 were
carried by the Aron Hakodesh, as opposed to carrying it, their task was
not considered nmay.

This faces us with another question. If the Aron Hakodesh carried those
who carried it, why did the requirement that n'1?7 be older than thirty,
but younger than fifty, apply to nnj 1a? As we see in Rashi, the age
restriction is based on the fact that men achieve their maximum physical
strength during that period. Since nny ma didn’t actually use their
physical strength to carry the jInx, shouldn’t the Torah allow nap ma of
any age to carry the jnx?

This question reveals an important aspect of Avodas Hashem. Even
though the Aron miraculously carried those who carried it, the Leviim
assigned to carry the Aron had to be physically capable of bearing the
INX even without the miracle. This teaches us that we cannot benefit
from miraculous xmwT Xxny'o, until we have first done all that we are
able to do.
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A well know Midrash illustrates this principle.

"INON'Tma 'nn w'k TR (you have seen a man who works speedily)
(u">\a"> "ywn), This refers to R. Chanina, who once observed the people
of his town bringing ni21v and n'nw to Yerushalayim. He said to himself,
‘Everyone is bringing korbanos to Yerushalayim, and | have nothing to
bring. What am | able to do?”. He immediately went out to the desert
and found a large stone which he cut and shaped and beautified. He then
tried to hire workers to carry the stones to Yerushalayim. They agreed to
take the stones for the price of one hundred gold coins. R. Chanina said,
“Where can | get a hundred or even fifty gold coins?” When the workers
saw that he couldn’t pay their salary, they left.

Hakadosh Boruch Hu immediately sent five malachim in human form, who
told R. Chanina that they would carry the stones to Yerushalayim for five
selaim, but only if R. Chanina would help them carry the stones. He
lifted the stones together with the malachim, and they immediately
found themselves standing in Yerushalayim. When R. Chanina wanted to
pay them, they were nowhere to be found. R. Chanina went to the now4
n'tan, to ask the Sanhedrin what he should do. They told him that it
seemed clear that the men who helped him, were actually nawn x'm. R.
Chanina the five selaim that he had designated for the workers, to the
n'ndon.” (T,x Y'wnw).

The pr1x 'mow brings the n""n 'wiTn’s explanation of the Midrash. “My
grandfather z”1 said, that the gate of n'nwn nyiw' opened for R. Chanina
because he so deeply desired to bring something to Yerushalayim, and
because he worked so hard preparing the stones. This is the model of an
nwn Tay. He throws himself into nowa nTiay with great desire and energy,
even if it seems inconceivable that he will be able to complete the
nTIAY.”

Of course, the opposite is also true. A person will not experience
miracles, if he doesn’t do all that he can to succeed. Only after he has
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thrown himself into a project with all of his willpower and strength, can
he receive x'mwT xny"o that will enable him to complete his avoda. If he
simply relies on miracles without doing all that he can, those miracles
will not happen.

Now we understand why nap 12 had to possess the actual physical
strength that would enable them to carry the n"man pax. A nnj |2 who
was younger than thirty, or older than fifty, was not a candidate for that
avoda, because a person has to utilize all of his human abilities before he
can experience miracles.

Moments ago, we recited together the n'7'on of the x"y't wiTpn n"v,
asking that our children grow in Torah, Avoda, and Midos. We must
remember that any tefilla, segula, zchus avos, or brochos from tzadikim,
cannot help us, if we don’t do all that we can for the chinuch of our
children. Chinuch that expresses true love requires us to listen to, and
think about each individual child, and address his or her individual
needs. We must listen to them patiently, with empathy and
understanding, and certainly without anger or irritation.

Only if we guide them in the path of Torah and Mitzvos with great love
and affection, can we hope that the n'7'on of the witpn a"™w will help us.

There is a very special story that | was ndit to hear many times from
X"y'T onan 190 NN,

When he was about five years old, he took a long train ride with his
father, the x"y't nnx K, and his mother, xwvam xa'® napTYN NAN
n"yv. In the middle of the journey, his mother heard that the Chofetz
Chaim 7"mxt was on the same train. She told the Rebbe that she wanted
to bring Pinchas Menachem to receive a brocha from the Chofetz Chaim.
The Rebbe enthusiastically agreed, noting that the Chofetz Chaim is not
only the WTa 71y, but also a |a> whose n>1a is fulfilled.
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The Rebbetzin immediately took her son to the compartment of the
Chofetz Chaim. When the Chofetz Chaim heard that she was the wife of
the Imrei Emes zt”l, he stood up in her honor, declaring, 2an nux"
"qand, (the wife of a “chaver” is to be honored like the “chaver”
himself).

She presented her son Pinchas Menachem, and asked the Chofetz Chaim
to bless him. The Chofetz Chaim kindly drew the boy close to him and
asked him which brocha he would like to receive. The little boy
answered that he would like a brocha for Torah.

The Chofetz Chaim replied, jnyaxn qIxT ,nd72 'z XT V2 'R DN QX"
jnvaxa Ix.” (There is no brocha for Torah you have work and work with
all your strength.) He paused for a moment and then said, “l can give you
Birkas Kohanim”. He placed both of his hands on the little boy’s head,
and recited Birkas Kohanim.

When they related the exchange to the Imrei Emes, he smiled and said,
" VWL2'IYA WY OXRN 273 TN Wwan.” (after the boy’s commitment, he
did give a brocha!). Once the Chofetz Chaim sensed that the young Pnei
Menachem absorbed the lesson, and committed himself to learn Torah
with all of his strength, the Chofetz Chaim then blessed the boy with
D'2ND NdM.

The message is clear. First and foremost, we must truly learn Torah, and
perform Mitzvos, with all of our strength and ability. This will enable us
to receive Birkas Kohanim, and merit special xXmwT xny"o in reaching our
goal of n'1I'"x manyr.
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